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CONFIDENTIAL 15 June 1945.

Commander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN
(CTU 78.1.17 and 78.1.18).
The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
(1) Commander Task Group 78.1
(Commander amphibious Group SIX).
(2) Conmander Task Force 78
(Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force).
(3) Coumander Task Force 77
(Commander SEVENTH Fleet).

Subject Report of Amphibious .ttack; BRUNEI BLUFF - MU.RA ISLAND
httack Units.

Reference: (a) Com7thPhib conf, ltr. FE25/416-3(1), serial 0563
of 10 March 1945.

Enclosures: (A) Commander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN (CTU 78.1,17 and
78.1.18) Report of Amphibious Attack; BRUNEI BLUFF -
MUARA ISLAND ittack Units, <3
((B) Individual Action Reports of ComTransDiv 103,
] ComLSTGrp 43, ComLSMGrp 20, LST's 574, 584, 751,
922, APD's LLOYD(63), KEPHART(61), NEWMAN(59),
L( LIDDLE(60), DIACHENKO(123), LCI's 636, 701, 702,
703, LsM's 67, 68, 138, 203, 219, 225, 237.

1, Bnclosures (A) and (B) are forwarded in compliance with

reference (a).
/ / //
/ng Wts 14/

L.

ndvarce Copy to:
Cominch (less Encl. B)
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A, GENERAL NARRATIVE

1.

The Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force, Vice Admiral D, E. BARBEY,
was designated as the Attack Force Commander., The BRUNEI Attack
Group, commanded by Rear Admiral Forrest B. ROYAL, was designated.

as Task Group 78,1. The BRUNEI BLUFF ard NUARA ISLAND Attack

Units command-' by Captain L. J. MANEES were designated Task Units

78.1,17 and 78,1,18 respectively.

The assault echelon of the BRUNEI Attack Group, of which Task Units

78,1,17 and 78.1,18 were a part, departed MORCTAI, NETHERLANDS EAST
INDIES on 4 June 1945, Elements of the 9th Division, lst Australian
Corps (less the 26th Brigade) were embarked in ships of TG 78.1 to
be transported to and landed at the objective, Units of the 20th
Australian Infantry Brigade were embarkcd in ships of TU 78.1.17 and
78.1.18 and designated to land simultaneousl; on the mainland of
BOLNEO and on MUAKA ISLAND on GREEN and WHITE Beaches respectively..
The 2/17 Infantry Battalion with the 2/8 Field Regiment landed in
four waves in assault on GREEN Beach commeneing at HOW Hour, and
the 2/15 Infantry Battalion with the 727 Avphibious Tractor Batta=
lion (U.S+As) landed in three waves in assaull on WHITE Beach com=
mencing at JIG Hour. The 2/13 Infanutry Battalion was designated
Brigade reserve and was landed on GREEN Beach in three waves eubu;-
quent to HOW Hour. ALl times are Zone minus NINE (Item) time, and

all dates are %ast Longitude dates,

wle
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PRELIMTNARIES

A. COMPOSITION OF BRUNEI BLUFF - MUARA ISLAND ATTACK UNITS (TaSK UNITS
78.1.17 &ND 78.1,18)

78,1.17 GREEN Assault Unit Captain M.ANEES

SPiNCTR

LT 574(FF)(#)
KANTMBLA

LS 237

78.1.16 WHITE .issault Unit Japtain M.NEES

SPENCER 1 CGC
LST 574(FF)(#) 1 LST
LST 75L(GF), 667(H), 584, 922(3) 4 LST
LIOYD(F), NEWMAN, LIDDLE, KEPHART,

DIACHE! 5 4PD
LCI 636(Gt), 701, 702, 705 4 LOI
LSM 168(GF), 67, 68, 138, 2ui, 219, 2z5 7 LSM

(#) LST 574 at GREEN Beach for as:.ult only.
(H) Hospital Ship.
(B) Pontoon Barges.

CREEN Support Unit Captain ARISON

LCI(L) 778(FF)
LOS(L) 42, 47
i.2I(G) 65, 68
LCI(R) 74, 338
ICI(S) %ol

78.1.,38 WHITE Support Unit Lb.Comdr, SARGENT

ICI(R) 71(GF), 72 2 LCI(R)
LCS(L) 45, 46 2 Les(L)
ei(s) 985 1 LCI(S)
LCI(G) 23, oh 2 Le1(c)
LOI(M) 431 1 LCI(M)

Control Unit GREEN Captain ARISON

SC 741, 750 2 80
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78.1.43 Control Unit WHITE Captain MARTIN
FC 1122 ' 17r¢
ICI(L) 546(FF)(*) 1 Lex(L)
(#) LCI(L) 546 for assault only.
78.1.82 GREEN Beach Party Sub, ~Lieut.

ATCHISON, RANR
Beach Party 3, N.B.C. "C",RAN

78.1.83 WHITE Beach Party Sub,.-Lieut,

WILLSALLAN, RANR
Beach Party 4, N«B.C. “C", RaN

78.1.84 YELLOW Beach Party Lieutenant

RIGG, RANVR
Beach Party 5, N.B.C. "C", RuN

B. PLANNING, REHEARSAL, MOVEMENT TOQ THE OBJECTIVE AND PRE-ASSAULT PHASE

8

24

On 27 May 1945, Commander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN was relieved us Com
SEVENTHPRib Representative MOROTAI, (CTG 76.13), and reported at
MOROTAI to Commander Amphibious Grouwp SIX in compliance with CTP 78
secret despatch L5@651 of May 1945, for duty in connection with the
BRUNEI BAY Operation, OQutline plans of operation for the BRUNEI
attack had been prepared between 10 and 25 May. Final plans were
drawn up on 28 May following conferences betveen the Commander LST
Flotilla FIFTEEN and the Brigadier Commanding 20th Australian
Brigade, and daily consultations between the staffs of Commander
Ahmphibious Group SIX and Commander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN,

Commander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN shifted his flag from LST 574 to
U.5.8, SPENCER (CGC 36) on 28 May 1945 as directed by Commander Task

-3-
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Group 78,1 for the period until the BRUNEI assault was couwpleteds

4 rehearsal exercise invo.ving the control teams, the agsault waves
and the supporting craft of t he GREEN and WHITE issault Units was
held at selected beaches on MOLOT.I and SOEMOE-SOE;MOE ISLiND on

31 May. Certain defects were disclosed, and the exercise was re=-
peated on the same day twice by the WHITE .ssault Unit, and once by
the GREEN ..ssault Unit, with much improvement being shown, Follow-
ing the exercises conferences of all control and support craft per-
sonnel and wave guide officers were held in the ittack Units Flag-
ship for the WHITE Assault Unit on the afternoon of 31 May and for
the GREEN Assault Unit on the morning of 1 June. Errors were
pointed out to those concerned. . critique for all forces involved
was held by Commander Task Group 78.1 aboard the ittack Growp Flag-
ship at 0900, ” June at which Naval and Army o mmanders presented

their comments on the assault plans,

The Minesweeping, Hydrographic and Fire Support Croup departed
MOKOTAI on 2 June in accordance with the Movement Plan, arrived at
the objective on 7 June and commenced minesweeping and hydrographic
survey, Minesweeping of all designated areas was carried out on
schedule and buoys were planted at the selected points in BRUNEI
B.Y. Channel marking, beach reconnaissance, and marking of GREEN

Beach limits was completed on 9 Junu 1945 without opposition.
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4. All ships of the assault units involved arrived in their respective

areas off the designated beaches on time and proceeded with the

landing as planned.

Preliminary naval bombardment was conducted by the Crulser Covering
Group on the immediate beaches and on selected targets in cammanding

positions.

C. MISSION

1,

The mission of the BRUNEI BAY and MUAR4 ISLAND Attack Units of the
BRUNEI Attack Group was to transport, protect, land and firmly
establish on shore the 20th iustr:-lian Infantry Brigade on selected
beaches on the mainland of BCRNEC znd on MU.RA ISLAND; to cstablish
control over the southern cntrance to BRUNEI BAY, destroy hostile
forces in the arec and seize and occupy BRUNEI Town, denying to the
eneny the oll and rubber resources in that region, with the ultimate

object of evstablishing a fleet base in BRUNEI B.Y.
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CHRONOLOGY

(411 times are Minus NINE (Item) Zone)

(All dates are east longitude dates)

10 June 1945 - ZEBRA Day

Entered BRUNEI BAY at 0800. High cirius clouds, overcast in early
morning decreasing to broken at sunrise. Scattered cumulus. No

wind, Sea smooth in open sea and inside bay. Visibility unrestricted.

Fleet course 171°(T), axis 171°(T), speed 8 knots.

Hydrographic buoy No. 1 sighted to starboard, 2000 yards.
(05° 36! N, 114° 45'-30" E).

Fleet course and axis changed to 128°(T).

Changed speed to 6 knots.

Closed interval to 500 yards.

Fleet course and axis changed to 125°(T).

Fleet course and axis changed to 120°(T).

Fleet course and axis changed to 090°(T).

Changed speed to 8 knots.

DEPIOY executed by CTG 78.1.

TU's 78.1.17 and 78.1.18 changed speed to 5 knots.
TU 78.1.17 executed Turn 9 to course 180°(T).

ComLSTGrph3 directed to take charge of TU 78.1.18 and proceed in
accordance ComLSTFlotFIFTEEN Landing Attack Order No. l=45.

TV 78.1.18 changed course to 135°(T).
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0505
0516
0521

0527
0535
0540
0605
0620
0633
0638
0641
0643

TU 78.1,18 directed to asswue Approach Formation No. 3.

TU 78,1.17 executed Speed f.

Ships of TU 78.1.17 directed to anchor and proceed at daylight to
assigned anchorages in LST Area ONE.

PC 1122 reported torpedo sighted crossing bow.

APD's of TU 78.1.18 changed course to 1159(T).

TU 78.1.18 (less APD's) changed course to 148°(T),

TU 78.1.18 (less .PD's) changed eourse to 178°(T).

TU 78.1.18 directed to assuue Approach Formation No. 4.
APD's changed course to 184°(T).

TU 78.1.18 (less APD's) changed course to 230°(T).
APD's changed speed to 10 knots.

APD's changed course to 232°(T).

Ships of TU 78.1.18 directed to proceed independently to assigned
anchorages.

HMAS KANIMBLA underway to assigned berth in LST Area ONE,

LST 574 launched ICVP for Tender duty at GREEN Beach Line of
Departure,

APD's changed speed to 6 knots.
Enemy plane dropped one bomb near transport off LiBUAN, No damage.
Flash RED, Control GREEN.

LST 574 underway from LST Area ONE to assigned anchorage in LST
nl'oA TWO.

#PD's executed Speod .

AFD's changed speed to 6 knots,
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0722
0730
0736
0738
0740
0746
0749
0750
0800

0804
0804
0813
0815
0815
08lo
0817
0826
0830

0830
0831
0837

0840

Line of Departure GREEN Beach established.

Support craft on station off GREEN Beach.

CTU 78.1.42 confirmed ability to meet HOW Hour.

Line of Departure WHITE Beach established.

Flagship of CTU 78.1.17 underway toward LST .rea ONE.
CTU 78.1.43 confirmed ability to meet JIG Hour,

APD's anchored in assigned berths in LST /rea SI..
Order given to "Land the Landing Force" on GREEN Beach.

Flagship of CTU's 78.1.17 and 78.1.18 underway from GREEN Beach area
toward VHITE Beach irea.

Support craft commenced first approach on WHITE Beach,
Order given to "land the Landing Force" on WHITE Beach.
Scheduled bombardment commenced on WHITE Beach area.
Scheduled bombardment commenced on the GREEN Beach area.
LCI(R)'s commenced bembardment of WHITE Beach,

LCI(K) 431 communced bembardment of WHITE Beach,

ML LVT's for WHITE assault reported launched.

Flash BLUE, Control GREEN.

CTU 78.1.43 reported current toward WHITE Beach would hamper waves
keeping position.

LST y22 reported all pontoon barges launched and delivered to ATR 61,
Flash WHITE, Control GREEN,

LST 922 underway tor Area ROGER to deliver propulsion units to
Ue8484 C.RTER HALL (LSD 3).

ICI(M) 431 ceased firing; obsorved proceeding to station.
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0845

0851
0851
0856

0856
0859

0901
0902

0905

0906
0908

0909

0910
0914
0914
0917
0917
0918
0920

LCI(M) 431 observed on guide station for wave ONE of WHITE Beach
assault.

Six B-24's bombed WHITE Beach area.
No. ONE flag two-blocked on WHITE Beach control vessels,

First assault wave dispatched from Line of Departure toward WHITE
Beach,

Flagship CTU 78.1.18 anchored in WHITE Beach area.

Second assault wave dispatched from Line of Departure for WHITE
Beach.

No. ONE flag two-blocked on GREEN Beach control vessels.

Third assault wave dispatched from Line of Departure for WHITE
Beach.

First assault wave dispatched from Line of Departure for GREEN
Beach.

Support craft commenced second firing run on WHITE Beach.

Second assault wave dispatched from Line of Departure for GREEN
Beach.

Red smoke signal fired by LCI(M) 431 indicating assault LVT waves
for GREEN Beach were 800 yards from the beach.

LST 922 moored to CARTER HaLL to effect transfer of propulsion units.
Third assault wave dispatched from Line of Departure for GREEN Beach,
White flares dropped by plane in WHITE Beach area.

First wave landed on GREEN Beach.

First wave landea on HITE Beach.

White flares dropped by plane in GREEN Beach area.

Naval bombardment ceased on WHITE Beach,
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0920

0921

0922
0923
0925
0925

Fourth assault wave dispatched from Line of Departurs for GREEN Beach.
Second wave landed on WHITE Beach.

Naval bombardment ceased on GREEN Beach.

Third wave landed on WHITE Beach.

Flash RED, Control GREEN.

HVAS KANIMBLA underway to 'Transpox't srea ROGER.

0925.5 Third wave landed on GREEN Beach,

0930
0932
0935
0938
0940
0950
0951
0953
0955
0955
1000

Flash BLUE, Control GREEN,

Fourth wave landed on GREEN Beach.

LST 922 cast off all lines from C.RTER HALL; underway to LST .rea TWO.
WHITE Beach reported captured unopposed.

GREEN Beach reported captured unopposed.

RED Beach declared open.

LS 237 underway to GREEN Beach as wave FIVE.

Line of Departure for WHITE Beach dissolved.

LST Beaching Officer reported established on RED Beach,

HNAS KWNIMBLA anchored in Berth No. 4, Transport .rea RCGER.

LS 237 beached on GREEN Beach; beaching conditions reported
excellent .

CTU 7841443 reportad aboard LCI(L) 546.
LCI(L) 546 observed proceeding to station off RED Beach,
LST 922 observed approaching assigned berth in LST /rea TO.

L3 168, 203 and ICI 701 directed to stand in from LST Area SIX
and prepare to beach on RED Beach.
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1015

1016

1031
1034
1034

2 loaded LCM's from CARTER HALL reported to CTU 78.1.43 for orders
to proceed to YELLOW Beach.

LM 237 100% unloaded; retracted from GREEN Beach and proceeded to
HMAS KANIMBLA.

YELLOW Beach reserves directed to land on GKEEN Beach.
APD's observed underway for GREEN Beach.

LST 922 anchored in LST Area TWO.

1041-1120 LSM 168 made two unsuccessful attempts to beach at RED Beach

between piers Nos. 3 and 4. Attempted to unload directly onto
pier No. 3 with success.

LST 574 reported unable to hoist bow anchor,

LST 667 ordered to stand in to RED Beach,

LCI 701 observed alongside No. 2 pier at RED Beach.

LCI 701 100% unloaded and underway toward HMAS KANIMBLA.
L 203 directed to beach at SAPO POINT.

ATR 61 observed standing into LST Area THREE with 4 pontoon barges
in tow

L3M 203 beached at RED Beach.,

8 ICVP's from HMAS KANIMBLA reported to CTU 78.1.43 for orders to
proceed to YELLOW Beach.

LST 667 beached on RED Beach unsuccessfully.

LST 584 underway from LST Area SIX to LST Area THREE.

Flash WHITE, Control GREEN.

LSk 68 completed 3 unsuccessful attempts to beach on WHITE Beach,

ComTransDivlO3 ordered "Landing Farty" from AD's to be landed on
GHEEN Beach.
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1158
1159
1159

1200

1201
1204
1208.5
1211
1213
1213
1215
1225

1230

1230
1230

1236
1242

1248

First wave of reserves dispatched from GREEN Beach Line of Departurs.

LST 667 beached at SAPC FOINT.

LST Beaching Officer reports LSN 203 cannot be unloaded until debris
is clear from beach.

5 LCVP's from HMAS KANIMBLA reported to CTU 78.1l.43 for orders to
proceed to YELLC! 3each,

Second wave of reserves dispatched from GREEN Beach Line of Departure.
Third wave of reserves dispatched from GREEN Beach Line of Departure.
First wave of reserves landed on GREEN Beach,

Second wave of regerves landed on GREEN Beach.

LST 584 anchored in LST Area THREE.,

Third wave of reserves landed on GREEN Beach.

Flash WHITE, Control GREEN.
Line of Departure GREEN Beach dissolved.
LST 922 observed standing in from LST irea SIX toward RED Beach,

YELLOVW Beach reported open.

LCS(L)'s 45 and 46 directed to escort first group of landing craft
on YELLOW Beach and anchor on arrival,

Flash BLUE, Control GREEN.

First group of landing craft diepatched for YELLOW Beach escorted
by LCS(L)'s 45 and 46,

CTU 7841443 in LCI\L) 546 reported shifting ancho.age to position
off BOWONG POINT.

L3M's 138, 67, 68, 219, 225 and LCI's 636, 702, 703 directed to stand
in from L3T Area SIX to be dispatched to YELLOW Beach,
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1302
1305
1315

1322

1330

1342
1345

1345
1351
1358
1358

1358

1406

1410

1415
415
1431
1433

LST 574 reported ready to beach, having buoyed and slipped her anchor.

LSM 168 beached on SAPO FOINT.

LCI 701 reported completed loading at HMAS KANIMBLA and underway
toward RED Beach.

LST 667 completed unloading all vehicles and retracted; proceeded to
anchorage in LST Area THREE.

Brigadier WENDEYER departed CTU 78,1.18 Flagship for YELLOW Beach
to assume command ashore.

ATR 61 directed to deliver 3 x 12 pontoon barge to LST 667,

LCI 749 reported in from BROWN Beach and stated that 2 LCM‘'s which
she had been directed to escort had proceeded independently.

ICI 701 moored to LST 584 to disembark 57-man working party.
LST 922 beached on RED Beach,
ComTransDivl03 reported all reserves landed; all boats recovered.

ComTransDivl03 released and directed to report to CTU 78.1.2 fo
orders, '

LST Beaching Officer on KED Beach reported estimated 4 hours before
beach could be cleared to accommodate more than one LST.

LCI 701 cast off all lines from LST 584 and proceeded to YELLOW
Beach,

LST 067 anchored in LST /irea THREE; commenced unloading bulk eargo
onto pontoon barge.

LST 751 underway for LS8T .rea THREE.
ATR 61 directed to deliver 3 x 12 pontoon barge to LST 751,
L3T 584 commenced unloading bulk eargo into LCM's and LCVP's,

L3l 68 directed to unload one vehicle onto LCM for delivery to
YELLOW Beach,
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1433 21 Naval enlisted personnel transferred by LCVF from LST 584 to
ComLCI(R)Grp20 in LCI(R) 71 for further assignment.

1450  LST 574 observed standing in toward RED Beach.

1450 LSk 68 underway toward RED Beach area to anchor and unload one
vehicle onto LCM.

1453 LSM 203 100% unloaded, retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to
HMAS KaNIMBLi.

1511 LST 574 directed to beach after LST 922 had retracted to avoid
danger from current.

1523 LCI 636 docked at YELLOW Beach.

1523 First LCK load lcit LST 584 for YZLLOW Beach.
1533  LSK 225 beached at YELLOW Beach,

1534  LSM 203 moored to KANIMBLA to load.

1535 LSk 219 beached at YELLOW Beach.

1540 LST 922 completed unloading all vehicles, retracted and proceeded
to anchorage in LST .rea THREE.

1550 ICI 636 undocked from pier at YELLOW Beach, proceeding toward RED
Beach.

1550 ATR 61 directed to deliver 3 x 7 pontoon barge to LST 922.

1550 LSM 237 reported loaded from KANIMBLA and underway toward YELLOW
Beach.

1600 LCI 701 docked at YELLON Beach.
1600 ICI 702 docked at YELLOW Beach,
1605 LST 922 anchored in LST Area THREE,

1609 L3 168 reported 100% unloaded and reloaded with cargo for transfer
from RED to YELLOW Beach., Unable to retract.

1614 LST 574 beached at RED Beach,
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1620
1620
1620
1700
1705

1705
1710
1725
1742

1753
1755

1756

1801
1805

1810

1823

1825
1830

1830

LCI 703 docked at YELLOW Beach.

IST 922 commenced unloading bulk cargo onto pontoon barge.
LCI 701 undocked from pier at YELLOW Beach.

KANIMBLA reported no casualties embarked as of 1700.

LCI 701 docked at RED Beach to load troops for transfer to YELLOW
Beach.

ILCI 702 undocked from pier at YELLOW Beach,
LSM 225 unsuccessfully attempted to retract from YELLOW Beach.
LSk 67 beached at YELLOW Beach.

LST 574 completeu unloading vehicles and retractcd from RED Beach;
proceeded to LST Area THREE.

KANIMBLA 100% unloaded.

All empty LM's directed to beach at RED Beach and load during the
night for trip to YELLOW Beach at daybreak.

A1l ships of TU 78,1.18 not on the beach or not unloading directed
to proceed to Transport srea TARE at 1830,

ICI 703 retracted from YZLLOW Beach.

LM 203 reported loading with cargo from KANIMBL.. Directed to pro-
ceed to anchorage in area TuRE overnight.

LCI 701 undocked from pier at HED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW
Beach,

LCVP standing out of MUAR. HARBOR reported being fired upon from
beach.

LY 219 retracted from YELLOW Beach.

LS 219 took LSM 225 in tow to assist in retracting from YELLOW
Beach,

LST 922 reported pontoon barge completely loaded.
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1830

1845
1856
1906
1906
1927
1938
1950

2000

Towing cable shackle parted in efforts to tow LSM 225 off YELLOW
Beach. LS¥ 225 remained on YELLOW Beach overnight.

LSM 67 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RRD Beach.
LSM 138 beached at YELLOW Beach.

FC 1122 directed to remain in present anchorage overnight.
LST 667 reported barge completely loaded.

ICI 701 beached at YELLOW Beach.

LSM 237 beached at YELLON Beach.

LCI 701 retracted from YELLOW Beach and anchored overnight in
YELLOW Beach area.

LST 751 reported varge completely loaded.

LSM 138 retracted from YELLOW Beach,

LSM 219 beached at RED Beach to load during the night.
LSM 67 beached at RED Beach to load during the night.
LSM 138 anchored in YSELLOW Beach area overnight.

w1l ships in arcg directed to be prepared to make smoke if ordered
between 0600-0800,

LST 751 dirccted to beach at RED Beach as soon as space available
after dawn,

A1l unloaded LSM's at YELLOW Beach directed to proceed to RED Beach
area at daylight.
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11 June 1945 - ZEBRA plus 1 Da

Anchored in BRUNEI BAY. High cirius clouds, overcast in morning
decreasing to br~en about noon. Scattered cumulus. No wind.

Sea smooth inside bay. Visibility 25 miles.

LSM 219 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.

LSM 67 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.
LSM 168 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.
LSM 225 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RED Beach.

LSM 138 underway from anchorage in YELLOW Beach area and proceeded
to RED Beach.

LSM 225 beached at RED Beach.
LS 219 beached at YELLOW Beach.
LSM 138 beached at RED Beach.
LM 168 beached YELLOW Beach.

LST 922 transferred fuel and water to ICI(G) 23.

LST 751 beached at RED Beach.

LST 58l beached at RED Beach.

1M 219 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proeceeded to RED Beach.
LSM 67 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RED Beach.
LST 574 commenced unloading bulk cargo on to pontoon barge.

LSM 203 beached at YELLOW Beach.
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0912
0913
o9,

0930
0934
0935
0945
o945
1000

LSM 225 retracted from RED Bsach and proceeded to YELLOV Beach.

LSM 168 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RED Beach.

LST 922 cast off pontoon barge, taken in tow to YELLOW Beach by
ICI 701.

LST 751 retracted from RED Beach,

LSM 138 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.
ICI(L) 745 beached at YELLOW Beach.

LSM 219 beached at RED Beach.

ICI 701 underway from anchorage in YELLOW Beach area to RED Beach.
General MAC ARTHUR inspected GREEN and YELLOW Beach area.

LSU 67 beached at RED Beach.

LSM 68 anchored in RED Beach area.

LSM 225 beached at YELLOW Beach.

LSM 168 beached at RED Beach,

LSM 138 beached at YELLOW Beach.

LSM 67 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.
LST 584 retracted from RED Beach.

LSM 138 retracted from YELLOW Beach for rebeaching.

ICI 745 retracted from YELLOW Beach.

LST 584 anchored in LST Area THREE,

Six B-24's dropped bombs in vicinity of BROOKETON.

Pontoon barge from LST 667 taken in tow by ICI 703 for YELLOW Beach.

LSM 138 rebeached at YELLOW Beach.
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1115
1130
1157
1205
1205
1207
1215
1217
1225
1230
1248
1250
1250

1253
12514,
1259
1300
1300

1355
1400

LSM 219 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.
LSM 67 beached at YELLOW Beach.

LST 58l beached at RED Beach to begin unloading.

LSM 225 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RED Beach.
LSM 168 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.
Flash RED, Control GREEN,

Flash BIUE, Control GREEN,

Flash WHITE, Control GREEN,

LSM 219 beached at YELLOW Beach.

Pontoon barge from LST 667 delivered to YELLOW Beach by ICI 703.
ICI 701 docked at RED Beach.

L3M 225 beached at RED Beach.

ICI 702 moored alongside LST 667 to load troops for RED and YELLOW
Beaches.

LST 751 beached at RED Beach.

LSM 138 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded t o RED Beach,
LST 922 beached at RED Beach.

LSM 67 retracted from YELLOW Beach.

ICI 636 underway for YELLOW Beach with pontoon barge from LST 574
in tow.

ICI 702 docked at RED Beach to unload troops.
ICI 636 delivered pontoon barge from LST 574 to YELLOW Beach.

LSM 168 beached at YELLOW Beach.
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1402 LSM 225 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.
ICI 702 undocked from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach,
LSM 138 anchored in RED Beach area.
ICI 702 docked at YELLOW Beach.
LSM 219 retracted from YELLOW Beach.
LSM 67 underway for Transport Area TARE,
ICI 702 undocked from pier at YELLOW Beach,
LSM 168 retracted from YELLOW Beach.
LSM 225 beached at YELLOW Beach.
LSM 219 underway for Transport Area TARE.

LSM 203 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to Transport
Area TARE,

LCI 703 took two empty pontoon barges &n tow from YELLOW Beach to
be delivered to LST's off RED Beach,

ICI 702 moved alongside U,S5.S, SPENCER. Captain MARTIN came aboard
the U,S.S, SPENCER to report to Captain MANEES,

LST 922 commenced loading LVT's,

Captain MARTIN left U.3.S. SPENCER,

ATR 61 standing by off RED Beach to assist LST's retracting.
Echelon 0-6~I cancelled.

1CI 702 cast off all lines from U.5.5., SPENCER and proceeded to
YELLOW Beach.

L3T 922 eompleted loading LVT's; unable to retract due to low tide.

L3T's 584 and 751 commenced loading LVT's.
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1710 ATR 61 underway for Transport Area TARE,

1710 LST 574 and LST 667 received pontoon barge from LCI 703,
1710 LST 584 completed loading LVT's.

1715 LSM 68 underway for Transport Area TARE,

1718 ICI 703 underway for Transport Area TARE,

1725 ICI 702 and LSM 138 proceeding to Transport Area TARE,
1725 ILST 751 completed unloading LVT's,

1725 ICI 701 undocked from pier at RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW
Beach.

1730 LST 584 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to Transport Area
TARE,

1915 LST 574 completed unloading bulk cargo on pontoon barge.

1930 LSM 237 reported unloaded at YELLOW Beach, unable to retract.

2 June 1 - ZEBRA plus 2 Da

Anchored in BRUNEI BAY, NORTHWEST BORNEO. High eirius clouds,

overcast in early morning decreasing to broken about sunrise,
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increasing to overcast about 1600. Scattered cumulus throughout
day. No wind until 1800 when moderate wind from southwest. Sea
smooth inside bay. Visibility 30 miles.

LSM 225 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RED Beach.
LSM 237 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RED Beach.
ICT 636 docked at YELLOW Beach to embark Australian working party
for RED Beach.

LST 751 retracted from RED Beach and anchored in LST Area THREE.
ICI 636 undocked from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to RED Beach.
LSM 237 beached at RED Beach.

LSM 203 anchorec .1 RED Beach area.

LSM 225 beached at RED Beach,

LCI 636 docked at RED Beach and disembarked working perty.

LST 922 retracted from RED Beach and proeeeded to Transport Area
TARE.

ICI 636 undocked RED Beach and anehored in RED Beach area.
LSM 225 retracted from RED Beach and proceeded to YELLOW Beach.

ICI 955 moored to pier 2 RED Beach disembarked CTG 78.1
inspecting party.

LSM 203 directed to proceed to Transport Area TARE.

Captain MARTIN reported to Captain MANEES on board U.S.S. SPENCER.

LSM 225 docked at YELLOW Beach.

L3M 237 beached at YELLOW Beach.
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1037
1040

1045
111,

LST 751 underway for Transport Area TARE.

LSM 237 retracted from YELLOW Beach and proceeded to Transport
Area TARE,

LSM 67 beached at YELLOW Beach.

Cammander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN shifted his flag from U.S.S. SPENCER
to U.S.S. LST 574.

IST 574 with Commander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN and Staff aboard under-
way from RED Beach area to Transport Area TARE,

ICI 636 underway for Transport Area TARE.
LSM 225 undockec . om YELLOW Beach and proceeded to Area TARE.
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ORDNANCE

A. PERFORM.NCE OF OWN ORDNANCE

1.

No ship of TU 78.1.17 or TU 78.1.18 opened fire dwuring the BRUNEI

BAY Operation.

Be PERFORILLWCE OF ENEMY OKDNANCE

l.

3

No enemy surface attacke
No enemy submarine attack.
Only one enemy aircraft appeared.

No eneuy shore gun positions were found in the immcdiate areas of
GREEN, WHITE, RED or YELLOW Beaches. Reports from the Thirteenth
Ar Force on 11 June 1945, however, stated that slight light
inaceurate 4 fire had been encountered at BRUNEI BLUFF by planes
on bombing missions. Aerial photographs indicated that a number of
small calibre gun emplacements were prescnt in the target area, but
no enemy opposition was encountered by the assault troops on the

mainland from GREEN Beach to BROOKETON, or on MUAR.. ISL.ND.
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DalisGE TO OWN UNITS

1, No damage was sustained by any vessel of TU 78.1.17 or TU 78.1.18

as a result of enemy action.

BaTTLE DalisGE TO ENEMY UNITS

1. Destruction of enemy shore service facilities at BROOKETON was

accomplished by heavy air and naval bonbardment.
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SPECI;L COMMENTS 4ND INFORM.ATION

Ao NaVil GUNFIRE SUPPORT

l.

2.

The Naval gunfire support plan was carried out in accordance with
ComPhibGrpSIX Attack Order No. A606-45. Aissignment of fire support

ships to the southern sector of the objective was as follows:

(a) TU 74.3.2 Fire Support Unit TWO (GREEN Beach)

1 CL (NASHVILLE)
2 DD (CONNER, HMAS /RUNT.)

(b) TU 74.3.3 Fire Support Unit THREE (WHITE Beach)

3 DD (CH.:RKATTE, BELL, BURNS)

(e) TU 78.1.37 GREEN Support Unit
2 LeI(G)
2 LCI(R)
2 Les(L)

(d) TU 78.1.38 WHITE Support Unit

2 LCI(G)

2 LCI(R)

1 LCI(M)

2 Les(L)
Pre~ZEBRA Day bombardment by Fire Support Group ONE (4 CL, 7 DD),
commanded by Rear .dmiral BERKEY, commenced ZiBR. minus THREE and
covered known and suspected targets in the BRUNEI BuY wrea, On
Z2EBith Day, Fire Support Units TWO and THREE conducted bombardment of
GREEN and WHITE Beaches, respectively. This fire was scheduled on

GREEN Beach from HOW Hour minus 60 minutcs to HOW Hour plus 7 minutes,
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On VHITE Beach, naval gunfire was scheduled from JIG Hour minus
62 minutes to JIG Hour plus 5 minutes. airea coverage by the naval
gujfire was complete and effective. Fire control was excellent,
considering particularly the limited margin for owers in the WHITE

Beach bombardment.

B. 4IR SUPPORT

1.

3

The Royal sustralian .\ir Command, supported by units of the Thir-
teenth .ir Force, USA.LF, and the First Tactical Mr Force, RAAF,

provided air support for thne BRUNEI BAY Operation.

Commencing on ZEBRA minus TEN, the Thirteenth Alir Force znd the
First Tactical .ir Force, with plancs operating from bases at P.Li-
WAN, ZAMBOANGA, TAWI-TAWI, MOROTAI, TARAKAN and LEYTE conducted a
seriecs of strikes against northwestern and southern BORNEO, plus
selected targets in the BRUNEI B.Y area for the purpose of neutral-
izing enenmy air fields, destroying planes, shipping, installations,
and denying movement of the enemy attenpting to reinforce or with-
draw from the objective area. Acrial photographs of landing beaches
and target areas were taken during this period for the purpose of
obtaining reliable information on beach conditions and target dauage

agsessment .

On ZEBRi Day air strikes against targets in the BRUNEI BLUFF, MUARA
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ISLAND, BROOKETON and BRUNEI TOWN areas were conducted effectively.
WHITE Beach was bonbed by 12 B-24's in two formations of six planes,
at 0851 and 0855, Commencing at 0855 until 1100, 13 P-38's each
dropped 165 gallons Napalm, fired 14 buildings in BRUNEI TOVWN,
causing smoke to rise to a height of 7000 feet. «t 0908, 24 B-24's
bombed BROOKETON from 8500 feet, dropping 480 120-lb, fragmentation
bombs, obtaining 85% target coverage and starting two fires. In
ground support in the area, from 0910 to 1400, 24 B-25's bombed at
minimun altitude dropping 2 total of 288 100-1b, bombs, covering

particularly gun positions on BRUNEI BLUFF.

C. AMPHIBIOUS ACTION

1, Troops and Cargo

(a) Loading
(1) Assault shipping assigned to TU 78,1.17 and TU 78.1.18

for the BRUNEI Operation consisted of 1 LSI, 5 uPD's,

5 LST''s, 8 L3M's and 4 LCI's, all of which were loaded
at MOROT..I, and embarked elements of the 20th ,ustra-

lian Infantry Brigade.

LST's were beachod under favorable conditions on BLUE

Beach and loaded initislly only bulk cargo, consisting
of ammunition, rations, petroleuwn products, water and

engineering equipment. The LST's were rebeached on 29

and 30 May to load vehicles and troops,

o2
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(3) The LSI was loaded by LCk and LOVP while at anchor,

and embarked 1299 personnel plus 320 tons of cargo.
5 KPD's also loaded at anchor, using their own béats
to carry troops and equipment to the ships. LSM's
were loaded directly over Dock 1 jetty. LCI's were
loaded at anchor by LCL's.
Loading of the 20th Australian Infantry Brigade began
essentially on 28 lay and ships completed their load-
ing phases as follows:

(a) 29 kay, LSI and APD's completed loading.

(b) 30 May, LST's completed loading.

(¢) 1 June, LSV's completed loading (except LSM 68).

(d) 3 June, LCI's and LSM 68 co.pleted loading.

(b) Troops and Cargo leading Data

Enclosed table gives the consolidated loading information for
ships of TU 78.1.17 and 78.1.,18, A total of 5370 troops,
254 vehicles, 4 pontoon barges and 2846 tons of equipment
and cargo were delivered to the objective in assault shipping
of TU 78.,1,17 and 78.1.18 on ZEBRA Day.

(e) Training Exercisos
Training exercises for TU 78.1.17 and TU 78.1.18 were con=
ducted at selected beaches in NOROTAL on 31 May. Three LST's

carrying LVI's were loaded with their complete tank deck

“29 -
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loads. The iSI and five APD's were loaded with troops.

Al troops LVT's, ICM's and LCVP's made simulated landings
in orgunized wavese Troops and vehiclecs were reembarked
upon completion of the rehearsals.

Four pontoon barges (two 3 x 12, two 3 x 7) were lifted to
the objective on an LST of TU 78.1.18. No propulsion units
for these barges were to be installed during the assault
phases. There was a total of 500 feet of roller conveyor
among the LST's of TU 78.1,18, and a 50-man working party
with cach LST. These 250 men were Australian labor troops
and remaincd aboard their respective ships until all cargo
was unloaded.

Unloading at the QObjective

(1) All APD's, LCI's, LSk's and the LSI had completed
unloading prior to 1800 on ZEBRA Day. Approximately
2053 tons of vehicles and cargo were discharged from
agsault shipping of TU's 78.1.17 wud 78,1.18 on ZEBRA
Diy. This constituted ncarly 737 of the total cargo
lifted by TU's 78.1.17 and 78,1.18 for the assault
operation,

(2) There were 812 troops landed on GREEN Beach, and 960

troops lunded on WHITE Beach in the initial ussault
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cammencing at 0915 on ZEBRA Day. ipproximately 4638 of
the 5370 20th uustralian Brigade troops embarked in
ships of TU's 78.1.17 and 78,1,18, were on the beach by
1800 ZEBRA Day. Army personnel remaining aboard ships

ZEBRi4 Day night were for the most part unloading crews.

2, Beach Organization and Operations

(a) Preparation for the Operation

(1) The planning for the BRUNEI B.Y Operation was completed
in considerablc detail, and alternative plans were given
closest scrutiny as a result of a postponement of the
originel target date, Target area intelligence, which
proved adequatc, showed that the beaching areas were of
2 shallow gradient, with shoals limiting the beach area
suitable for LST's to a small section of beach, 150 yards
long at SaPO POINT. The only other area considered suit-
able for landings by lurge landing craft was situated at
BROOKSTON, where it was considercd feasible to beach
LS\'s and LCI's, but not L5T's. The Landing Plan for
TU's 78.1.17 and 78.1,18 was intentionally drawn at
length to cover each detall and service down to indivi=
dual performance,

Jeveral preliminary rohearsals were organized for the

WHITE Beach control teams and support eraft by the WHITE

-5l
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Beach Control Officer, CTU 78.1l.43. Owing to the absence
of the GREEN Beach Control Officer, only one preliminary
rehearsal was conducted by his unit.

On 31 May a full scale rehearsal was run in MOROTAL
STRAITS. .1l assault personnel of TU's 78.1.17 and
78.1,18 participated. The rehearsal was repeated for

each unit with more satisfactory results particularly in
the matter of timing., Communications which were awkwardly
established and maintained during the first run, improved

greatly for the second and third runs.

(b) Activitics at the Objective

(1)

JIG Day. The landing was favored with excellent weather
and sca conditions as well as unlimited visibility.
Assault waves were formed, dispatched and landed in
accordance with the schedule. The Fire Support LCI's at
GREEN Beach performed creditably in carrying out their
mission in the standard fashion. Clouse Fire Support
ships on "HITE Beach had an additional complication in
having to approach their target arca from the south at
right-angles to the boat lanc which extended roughly from
east to wost, Destroyer fire from the north at the same
time prosented a precise problem in timing and fire con-

trol, which was carried out satisfactorily., The destroyer
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fire did result in a few overs, which threatened the
piers on RED Beach, but never presented a hazard to the
LCI Fire Support ships approaching from the south.
Timing by the Fire Support LCI's was cxcellent.

On shors, WHITE Beach was found to be of shallow gradient
and sufficiently passable to allow LVT's to proceed be-
hind the fringe of trees and undergrowth to clcar the
beach for succeeding waves., GREEN Buach was discovered
to be excellent for beaching LSM's. However, the lack
of road facilities in that beach area made passage of
vehicles landed by LSk difficult. In all, 21 ICVI's,

3 LCM's and 1 L3k beachcd on GREEN Beach in assault,
followed about three hours later by 20 LCVF's which
landed the Brigade Reserves from the uiD's.

On 'HITE Beach, the LVT waves comprised the primary
assaulting group. After the landing on VHITE Beach, and
when RED Beach, which was inmediately adjacent beyond
S5ukO POINT, had also been secured, 2 LSM's and 1 ICI
attenpted to unload onto or between the piers of RED
Beach, This was unsuccessful, The LCI unloaded onto a
pler without difficulty, but the LSN's were unsuccessful
in their attenpts to boeach between the piers, or on VHITE

Eoach itself. The only solution was to beach everything
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within the narrow limits of the beach at SAPC POINT
which extended a maximum of 150 yards overall. Beach-
ings at S.I10 iCINT resulted in dry ramps consistently,
which facilitated unloading. However the beach itself
was littered with large pilings and debris which was
impassable for vehicles until cleared. The clearing of
; the beach occupied 2 considerable part of ZiBR. Day.
Roads were cut =nd laid with steel plate found on the
beach, Cratsrs were filled in and trees cleared. In
spite of all this, a large percentage of vehicles had
to be snaked individually to the parking areas, By 1800
ZEBh4 Day 3 LST's and 2 LSu's had unloaded their mobile
cargo onto RED Beach. The remaining 2 LST were beached
and unloaded on ZuBia plus 1 Day. The LST's of TU 78.1.18
were 100% unloaded by 1700 ZEBRA plus 1.
YELLOW Beach at BROOKETON was declared open at 1230 ZEBRA
Day. Four L3M's and three LCI's were scheduled to beach
and unload initially at YELLOW Beach. Beaching condi-
tions again were not favorable. .n average gradient of
3 fect per 100 feet was encountercd. With the changing
tides a current of at luast 3 knots flowed past the
beach, which increased the safe distance which had to be

allowed between ships beached, and limited the nurber of
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ships that could be beachcd at one time. Due to the
shallow gradient, ramps were consistently lowered into
three or four feet of water, and an cstimated 60% of all
vehicles unloaded onto YELLOW Beach had to be towed
ashore by tracter or truck winch, when inadequate water-
proofing drowned out the motors. Greatest difficulty
_ was encountered in unlcading bulk carge and ammunition.
Trucks for unlcading bulk were not avsilable, and the
majority of the bulk cargc was unloaded manually, being
carried on an average through twenty-five feet of water,
with the bottom littered with pilin.. Six piers were
present at YILLOW Beach, of which thrce werc unusable
and one on fire, also to become unusable, One pler
was repalred and used to unlead treops and cargo from
LCI's and LSL's. .nother pler was repaired sufficiently
tu be of use in unloading carge from pontoon barges,
nltogether, unloading of 21l cargo carried by the 4 LSM's
and 3 LCI's eonsigned to YELLGY Beach was campleted by
1800 ZEBRA Day. In addition, apprcximately 15 LCVi's,
plus 3 LOM's, 1 ICI and 1 LSk unloaded cargy from HLAS
KANIMBLA onto YALLOW Beach, and curge shuttle servise from
HiD to YSLLOW Beach was sccomplished by 3 LCii's, 1 ICI and
about 12 ICVi 's also by 1800 ZiBRi Day. On ZiBRa plus 1

Day, 10 LaM's, 1 LCI, &4 pontoon barges,

.35 -




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

CONFIDENTIAL

4 LCii's and approximately 8 LCVi's delivered cargo
shuttled from RED to YLLLOW Beach. ZEBRa plus 2 Day,

3 LSii's and 2 pontoon barges carried final carge from
RED Beach to YELLOW Beach prior noon. Two pontoon barge
loads of bulk cargo remained on RED Beach to be trans-
ferred to YELLOW at noon on ZiBRa plus 2 when CTU 78.1.18
departed the area. Houwsver, 2rrangements were made prior
departure to effect the transfer before dark on ZEBRA
plus 2. A total of 2548 tons of vehicles and cargo was
landed on YZLLOW Beach in the 48 hours following the

opening of the beach,

3. Handling of Casualties

(a) GREEN Beach
The landing of troops was nccomplished without accident or
opposition. An justraliwn advance Dressing Station was sct
up on the beach for care of casualties., No casualties were
evacuated trom this beach during ZEBRA Day or thereafter,
WHITE-RED Beaches
In the initial assault and before any first aid facilities
were avallable ashore, two men were wounded, one of them
serdously. These casualties were believed caused by own fire.

They wers evacuated to LST 607 where onu died of wounds
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received. The body was later transferred to YELLOW Beach
for burial. No further casualties were reported or evacuated
from this area. Casualty handling facilities in the form of
an sustralian /DS were established immediately following the
assault.

(¢) YELLOW Beach

YELLOW Beach was secured in an cverland operation from GREEN
Beach., One U. S. army casualty was evacuated from this area
ZEBRA plus 1 Day. irior to that an ‘ustralian Casualty Clear-
ing Station had been established in the YELLOW Beach area on
ZEBRA Day, but no casualtics had been sustained,

: ALl casuzlties from the GREEN, WHITE, RiD and YELLO! Beach
areas were transferred to HuaS KaNIMBLA for evacuation to
MOROTAI on ZEBRA plus 1 Day. Total evacuated was four, all
ambulzatory.

No casualties were reported among naval personnel in assault
shipping of TU's 78.1.17 and 78..1.18.
LST 667 remained in the cbjective area, as dirccted by CTG

78,1, for casualty handling.

D.  SiECI.aL COMMENT

1, Communications

(a) Communications at tne objective was conducted in aecordance




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: E.O. 13526
By: NDC NARA Date: Dec 31, 2012

CONFIDENTIAL

with innex EASY to ComihibGrpSIX ittack Order No. A606-45.
This Communication rlan was complete in every detail and as
a result comnmunication difficulties were at a minimum. The
radio frequency plan was necessarily complex due to the nun-
ber of landing points, neccssitating assault frequencies to
cover each,

Discipline on volce radio eircuits was above average. The
nw.ber of units guarding any particular assault or control
frequency at a given time was limited, which facilitated
control of the circuits,

It is believed that orders from the Commander BRUNEI .ttack
Group for units to report in on »ssault unit frequencics at
approximately minus 25 hours ingstead of ndnus 4 hours as
planned resulted in 2 udsinterpretation by several of the
units to the offect that radio silence was relaxed and that
general testing was permissible., This resulted in requests
Jor radio tests on various frequencies which werc not to be
used until ZEBK/ Day morning, A general violation of lara-

graph 2120 of the Cummunication ilan resulted,

2, Performance of Personnel

Forformance of the personnel attached to Task inite 78,1.17 and

7841418 was excellont throughout the operation. Although no enemy
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resistance was encountered, the intricate unloading problem under-
taken at the objective reflected the utmost in coordination and
cooperation on “"e part of all concerned, without which the success-

ful prosecution of the operation would not have been possible.
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